
 

 

 
 
November 9, 2025 
 
TO: ARC-AA Sponsoring Organizations:  

American Academy of Anesthesiologist Assistants  
American Society of Anesthesiologists 
Association of Anesthesiologist Assistant Education Programs 

 
FROM:  Ty Townsend, CAA, Chair 
  Jennifer Anderson Warwick, MA, Executive Director 
 
RE: Highlights from the ARC-AA Board Meeting – October 9, 2025  
 
 
The Accreditation Review Committee for the Anesthesiologist Assistant Board of Directors met on 
October 9, 2025, in San Antonio, TX. The Board has adopted protocols that permit more predictable, 
consistent, and deliberate communications with sponsors about the Board's work. ARC-AA provides 
official updates to its sponsors via the Board Highlights 30 days after each Board meeting. The 
highlights from the board meeting are below.  
 
The AAAA, AAAEP, and ASA sponsor the ARC-AA. 

a. Each organization nominates individuals to the ARC-AA, and the ARC-AA elects them. 
b. The fiduciary responsibility of the board’s directors is to the ARC-AA. 

 
1. Program Actions. Two programs were reviewed for accreditation.  

 
2. CAAHEP Standards & Guidelines. In January 2025, the ARC-AA initiated its review of the 

CAAHEP Standards & Guidelines through a task force comprising board members, AA program 
sponsors, faculty, employers, anesthesiologists, and practitioners.  The Board approved the 
preliminary draft. The next steps are to seek feedback from stakeholders, consider it, and then 
submit it to CAAHEP for review. For more information, click here. 
 

3. Elections for Officers. In odd-numbered years, officers are elected. Ty Townsend was re-elected 
as Chair, Jermaine Leclerc was re-elected as Vice Chair, and Dr. Gaurav Patel was elected as 
Treasurer. Their terms commence January 1, 2026. A great appreciation goes to Dr. John Scott 
for serving as Treasurer for the last two years. 
 

4. Strategic Plan. Discussed the operational action items to achieve the strategic plan. 
 

5. Clinical Resources. The Board surveyed all accredited programs to learn which clinical 
resources are available and which areas programs may be challenged in. Results will be released 
later this month.  
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Many education programs in the allied health fields are experiencing challenges in meeting 
clinical requirements. To gauge the scope of the problem and identify potential solutions, ARC-
AA surveyed its 23 CAAHEP-accredited Anesthesiologist Assistant programs in September 
2025.  With every program responding, half report (52%) experiencing a decrease in clinical 
facility access.  Survey respondents identified a number of strategies to address these 
challenges and support preceptors in their work to advance AA educational opportunities. A 
summary of the results is scheduled for release. 

 
6. Annual Reports. Annually, accredited programs report outcomes of graduates from the previous 

calendar year. Outcomes are reviewed for three-year trends.  
 

2024 graduates 
• 12 CAAHEP-accredited programs with 3-year average (2024, 2023, 2022) 
• 17 CAAHEP-accredited programs with graduates in 2024 
• 1 year overall average 

o Retention: 91.7% 
o Positive Placement: 99.6% 
o Certification Examining Pass Rate: 99.6% 

• 3 years overall average 
o Retention: 93.13% 
o Positive Placement: 99.57% 
o Certification Examining Pass Rate: 99.89% 

 
 

7. Next ARC-AA Board Meetings.  
  

2026 
Tuesday, January 20 @ 6 pm Eastern Time  web-based 
Saturday, April 11 @ 12 pm Mountain Time (@AAAA)  Denver 
Tuesday, July 14 @ 6 pm Eastern Time  web-based  
Thursday, October 15 @ TBD Pacific Time (@ASA)  San Diego 

 
 
The purpose of ARC-AA: Act under the auspices of CAAHEP1 (Commission on Accreditation of Allied 
Health Education Programs), which is the national voluntary accreditation agency for the 
Anesthesiologist Assistants, assessment of educational outcomes, and recommendation to 
CAAHEP for accreditation of AA educational programs that meet the CAAHEP Standards. 
 
 
Board Members of the ARC-AA: 

Ty Townsend, CAA (AAAA), Chair 
Jermaine Leclerc, CAA (AAAA), Vice Chair 
John Scott, DO (ASA), Treasurer  
Nikki Brechtel (AAAA) 

Sally Fortner, MD (AAAEP) 
Gaurav Patel, MD (ASA)  
Matthew Pinegar, MD (ASA) 
Kris Tindol, CAA (AAAEP)

 

 
1 CAAHEP = Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs 
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Our Mission & Purpose
The purpose of the ARC-AA is to act under the auspices of the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education 

Programs (CAAHEP), which is the national voluntary accreditation agency for the anesthesiologist assistant, through devel-
opment and review of the CAAHEP Standards and Guidelines for the Accreditation of Educational Programs for the Anesthesi-

ologist Assistant, assessment of education outcomes, and recommendation to CAAHEP for accreditation of those education 
programs which meet the CAAHEP Standards and Guidelines for national accreditation.

2025-28 Strategic Plan

Amplify  
Anesthesiologist 

Assistant  
Accreditation

Amplify the value of  
accreditation for  

Anesthesiologist Assistant 
programs.  

Reshape the guidance provided to programs to 
efficiently navigate the accreditation process.

Innovate and streamline the ongoing  
accreditation mechanics and workflow.  

Actively create an environment that  
encourages and supports programs adopting 
evidence-based best practices.

Scale operational capacity to support the  
growing number of programs.

Increase the frequency of outbound  
communication.
Deepen relationships with sponsoring  
organizations.
Expand relationships with new partners.

Reframe ARC-AA’s support 
to ensure that all  

Anesthesiologist Assistant 
educational programs have 

the greatest opportunity  
to succeed.

Reframe  
Program Support


