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CAAHEP Standards are going through a review and revision
March 2025

The Accreditation Review Committee for the Anesthesiologist Assistant (ARC-AA)is
responsible for developing and periodically revising the CAAHEP Standards and Guidelines to
maintain: a) compliance with CAAHEP policy, including the Standards Template, and b)
congruence between the educational preparation of students and the accepted state of
practice for the discipline.

The Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP) requires the
ARC-AAtoreviewthe CAAHEP Standards and Guidelines at least once every 10 years and provide
the CAAHEP Board of Directors with a written report on the outcome of the review. The current

CAAHEP Standards were last approved by CAAHEP in 2016.

Reviewing and revising the CAAHEP Standards is a lengthy process that incorporates several
drafts and opportunities for the communities of interest to provide input. The steps the ARC-

AA will follow include:

1. Working with its three sponsoring organizations to develop progressive drafts over a
period of several months. These drafts must comply with the current CAAHEP Standards

Template. Initial and progressive drafts are shared with the CAAHEP Standards Committee

for formal review and comment. (Standards and Guidelines Appendix A is not subject to
review or revision by CoAs.) The ARC-AA reports to CAAHEP the process it used in working
with its sponsoring organizations to obtain input on successive drafts. The ARC-AA will
provide a written rationale to CAAHEP for any variations from the Standards Template as
to why the variation is necessary for the profession.

2. ARC-AA’s sponsoring organizations are required to obtain consideration from all their
applicable communities of interest regarding what should and should not be included in
the CAAHEP Standards and Guidelines.

a. The communities of interest include practitioners, educators, employers, related

professionals, students, institutional administrators(deans and program directors),

national societies and agencies, and the public.
b. Solicitations may be made via media announcements, correspondence, postings,
annual meetings, special hearings, etc.


http://www.arc-aa.org/
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5f466098a462432df91fef63/65133caddca3ef0097d5dab4_2023-03-17_BOARD%20APPROVED%20STANDARDS%20TEMPLATE%20ATTACHMENT%201_Corrected%20template%20date.pdf
http://www.caahep.org/
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5f466098572bfe97f28d59df/67a10be5cdc097789673576c_AAStandardsApproved9-16-16_update1-16-25.pdf
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3. The ARC-AA incorporates suggestions from communities of interest into proposed
Standards and Guidelines as it deems appropriate. The ARC-AA then reports to CAAHEP the
process by which the sponsoring organizations obtained consideration from all their
applicable communities of interest and any suggestions from those communities of
interest that were not incorporated into the proposed Standards and Guidelines, and the
rationale for that exclusion.

4. The ARC-AA will submit its proposed drafts of the revised Standards and Guidelines to the
CAAHEP Standards Committee before the final draft is presented to the sponsoring
organizations.

a. Standards Committee reviews proposed Standards and Guidelines drafts for
consistency with the current Standards Template.

b. Standards Committee reviews proposed wording variations from the Standards
Template along with the CoA’s written rationale to determine if an exceptionis
warranted.

c. Standards Committee reviews proposed Standards and Guidelines drafts for
consistency with CAAHEP policy and philosophy and adherence to due process.

5. Once the Standards Committee has reviewed and approved the “Open Hearing” draft, it
must be sent to all of the ARC-AA’s sponsoring organizations for endorsement. The
endorsement letter must be signed by the chief elected official or designated
representative of the sponsoring organization.

a. CAAHEP allows invoking a time limit for endorsement by the sponsoring
organizations, provided each sponsoring organization has at least 60 days to take
action.

b. The CoA may set the time limit for sponsoring organization action to be longer than
60 days, provided it is the same period for all sponsoring organizations.

c. Ifthe CoAinvokes atime limit for endorsement by its sponsoring organizations, it
must include a specific statement in its written request to each sponsoring
organization.

6. The ARC-AA submits the completed “Request for a CAAHEP Open Hearing on Proposed
Standards and Guidelines” form, along with the endorsement letters from each sponsoring
organization (or documentation of the elapsed time limit endorsement) to CAAHEP.
CAAHEP then schedules a public Open Hearing on the proposed Standards and Guidelines.

a. Time and place of the hearing are determined by CAAHEP. Hearings may be held in
every month except December. When possible, open hearings will coincide with a
face-to-face meeting of the CAAHEP Board of Directors. All hearings will include
the option of teleconference participation for those who are unable to be physically
present.

b. CAAHEP provides at least 30 days' notice of the public Open Hearing to the
appropriate communities of interest. Notice is posted on the CAAHEP website.
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c. Allnotices identify the date, time and location of the hearing, and specify the
mailing address, email address, and date by which written comments must be
received in the CAAHEP office.

d. The hearingis conducted by a three-person panel, composed of members of the
Standards Committee or designee(s).

7. Immediately following the hearing, the panel meets in executive session to assess
testimony and comments to determine which, if any, should be incorporated into the
Standards and Guidelines.

8. The CAAHEP Standards Committee, following consultation with the CoA chair and senior
staff, formulates arecommendation based on the outcome of the Open Hearing and
forwards it to the CAAHEP Board of Directors.

9. The three sponsoring organizations of the ARC-AA are the American Academy of

Anesthesiologist Assistants, the American Society of Anesthesiologists, and the
Association of Anesthesiologist Assistant Education Programs.

The revision process started in January 2025.

The revision process is expected to take 24-30 months.
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